










NOVEMBER
ROSEMARY
Rosmarinus  officinale

Alas, poor, poor Rosemary.  It looks so beautiful in the summer
garden and so dreadful in the winter as it slowly waffles of with brittle
needles covered with powdery mildew.  Here is a cure for those winter
blues!  and it really works.

TEXAS POTTING:    
 You will need:

1. A steak or roast carving fork.
2. A bag of perlite.

           3, Appropriate sized plastic pots
4. A source of flame.
 
A. With the steak fork make a double row of holes around
the   bottom of the pot.
  B. Make another row of holes just below the watering
lip.
  C. Put perlite in the bottom of the pot to just cover the double row of holes on the bottom.
 D. Pot up your plant with regular potting soil.  Water well.
 E. Put the potted plants in a water tight container and fill the       container to  just above the
bottom row of holes.  
     (This is a great ay to leave   plants when you travel.)

The secret of this system is the upper row of holes.  These holes supply air to the roots. 
Clay pots are porous and can be used without making air holes.  If you use clay, put at least 1 ½"
of perlite in the bottom.  This is also an excellent system for those watering fussy Mediterranean
plants such as Cyclamen .  All of our plants are Texas potted including a 7' Allspice tree.

         WHAT'S IN THE MARKET
Arrowroot, Black olive, Black sapote, Carambola, Carob, Cherimoya, Cippolini, Date, Feijoa,
Kumquat, Lemon grass, Macadamia, Mango , Papaya, Passion fruit, Persimmon, Pomegranate,
Prickly  pear (pads & fruit), Red dates, and Sugar cane.

Tip: Force Paperwhites for Holiday blooms.  Be sure and give them one oz. of gin mixed with
water for their first watering.  Keep them in a cool dark place for 10 days- darkness encourages
root growth.



DECEMBER
POMEGRANATE
Punica granatum

What better symbol for the holiday season than the Pomegranate.
Punica granatum.  Its bright red, long lasting fruit is a welcome
addition to any decoration. When the parties are over eat the delicious
aril that surrounds each seed and save the seeds.  There is a wonderful
Yiddish expression.   ‘Kiye schpey’  Chew and Spit.

Clean the seeds carefully removing all flesh.  The seeds can be
stored in an airtight jar for several months or sown immediately in a
small pot or flat.  Sowing instructions, see back page.  The seedlings

germinate in about 3 weeks.  When they are 4" tall and have at least 2 sets of leaves transplant them to a 4" pot
and place in a sunny window sill.  Watch them carefully for water,  should they dry out for even a day, they will
die.  Pomegranates are bushes, and can be pinched as they grow to form dense small shrubs.

There is a dwarf Pomegranate, Punica granatum ‘nana’ that will bloom and fruit within two years from
seed.   Small plants of the larger  species are readily available on the Internet and these will bloom and fruit. We
have never been able to bloom large pomegranates grown from seed. We grow Punica g. ‘Mr. Wonderful’, that
we purchased in a nursery.

The plant is deciduous and we store our large plant in a cool basement as soon as it drops its leaves and
bring it into the house in March where it stays until April when night time temperatures have leveled off at 45
degrees.  Pomegranates are quite hardy and can be grown outside year round from zone 7a to 9.

Grenadine syrup is made from the juice of the pomegranate.  There are many very simple recipes
available.  A bottle of the syrup makes a lovely Holiday gift.  The juice of one fruit yields about ½ a cup.

Mohamed once said, “To eat the Pomegranate is to purge oneself of enemies and hate.”

WHAT'S IN THE MARKET
Antemoya, Carambola, Cherimoya, Cippolini, Bitter melon, Black sapote, Date,  Guava, Horned melon,
Kumquat, Lemon grass, Loquat, Mango, Olive,  Papaya, Persimmon, Pili nuts, Pomegranate. Passion fruit,
Prickly pear, Tamarillo, White sapote.

Tip: December 21 is the first day of spring for your houseplants.  As the days increase in length, plants will
begin to need more water and light fertilizing can begin as the first new growth appears.

Notes: The Yiddish expression is: Kiye schpey

Changed sowing instructions to read., Sowing instructions see back page

 




